SocIioLoGy 300: Principles of Sociological Inquiry
University of Hawai'i at Manoa, Summer Session II 2008

COURSE SYLLABUS
Lecture: MTWRF Instructor: Quincy Edwards
10:30-11:45am Office hours: TBA
Room: TBA Office location:TBA
Dates: 7/7-8/14/2008 Email: gquincy.edwards@hawaii.edu
Lab: Online Web: http://www?2.hawaii.edu/~gedwards/
1. Classmate contact information: 2. Classmate contact information:
Name: Name:
email: emall:
Tel.: Tel.:
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SocIioLoGy 300: Principles of Sociological Inquiry
University of Hawai'l at Manoa, Summer Sesssion II 2008

UH CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION

SOC 300 Principles of Sociological Inquiry (4). (3 lec, 2 50-min lab) Basic methods of
sociology for production and analysis of data. Foundations for understanding research
and for advanced courses in methods and statistics. Pre: 100 or any 200-level SOC course
or junior standing, or consent. DS

IN ! ICE TO STUDENTS

This syllabus is different from many others. It is longer than some, more detailed than
most. But most importantly, it is designed to help you successfully pass the course. Please
keep this syllabus for reference during the course.

In the following pages there are many suggestions to you, but the most crucial one is this:
get help as soon as you think you need it. Do not create an insurmountable “catch-up”
problem for yourself. I offer generous office hours. If you need help, come see me.

Because summer sessions are somewhat concentrated and the learning process is a
cumulative one, it is imperative that students do not fall behind and, to this end, the
following practices will be adopted:

1. Before each class, students may place their completed Suggestion/Question Forms
(see page 10) at my lectern or, at any time, in my mailbox.

2. Each assignment will be graded and individual feedback provided.

3. After each term examination, every student will be provided with an individual
grading sheet that explains any deduction of points. Students are encouraged to
meet with me independently to discuss their progress.

4. Generous office hours will be offered.

5. Students who make the requisite investment of time and effort in this foundation
course will be amply rewarded in their future advanced coursework.

INTRODUCTION

Research is at the center of social inquiry. It provides the intellectual investigation requisite
for the discovery, interpretation, and revision of social knowledge.

While one of the most important objectives in any academic curricula is to train students to
be disciplined, productive researchers, there is also a more fundamental objective — how do
we know what we think we know?

Social research leads to informed decision-making by government and private enterprise.
Therefore it is vital to understand research design and to have the ability to evaluate its
evidence whilst distinguishing reliable studies from those to be viewed with skepticism.
Objective evaluation using appropriate scientific methods allows us to distinguish illusion
from reality.

Principles of Sociological Inquiry is designed to lay the foundation for empirical research in
the social sciences and impart the necessary skills for advancement to 400-level
coursework. The emphasis of this introductory course is on breadth rather than depth.
Therefore we will survey many topics, techniques, and methodologies.
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