SURVEY OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY
SOCIOLOGY 321

Summer 2008
Hannah Miyamoto Office hours:
Saunders Hall2 (by appointment)
Telephone: (808) 956-
Preferred e-mail: hsmiyamoto@msn.com Revision 0.1 (12/07)

Text: (808) 489-2621

Course description: This course will survey the major branches of sociological theory that have
developed since the 19™ century.

In this class, you will also be introduced to:

1. Basic concepts and terms used to classify sociological theories.
2. How sociolczgical theory is applied to interpret, clarify, and understand (or better, attain
“verstehen’) of social situations.

To achieve these goals, we will examine the highlights of a relatively elementary textbook on
sociological theory that emphasizes current theoretical debates, while steadily referencing a
classic critical book on the use and misuse of theory in sociology, and sociological research
itself. The latter book, by C. W. Mills, was widely read by young college students in the early
1960s, and was instrumental in inspiring the turmoil called “the 60s.”

Texts.

Ritzer, G. Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical Roots: The Basics, 2™ ed (2007).
[R]

Howard, E. Classic Readings in Sociology, 4 ed. (2007) [H]

Mills, C. W. Sociological Imagination (2000 edition preferred). [M]

Additional readings will be distributed via the course website. [O]
Contacting the professor: 1am available at almost any time, but please set up an appointment

before-hand. You can e-mail me at any time; stay online a few minutes after you e-mail me, as I
may reply in minutes if I am near my computer. Text messages are always welcome.

* A German word, much used in sociology, for having a functionally adequate, but imperfect
understanding of something. See the Glossary of the Ritzer text for a more precise definition.



Course requirements: The following will be required for you to receive a grade in this course
other than F, No Credit, or Incomplete:

e Read the assigned readings (verified by the chapter quizzes).
e Attend classes and participate in small-group discussions.
e Complete the final examination.

As you will be graded on a fixed scale normalized to those requirements, there is no need to be
competitive with your students. Also, while you are not required to complete any additional
projects (see “Independent Study Project,” below), you may receive credit for these activities
(see “Grading™). In addition, you must attend classes to participate in the discussions of your

group.

Quizzes: These will be 11 short multiple-choice timed tests. Ten will be given in connection
with each chapter of the Ritzer textbook, and one will be at the end of the first week. Quickly
graded, they will provide you with timely verification of what you learned from the readings and
other course material. The grading system presumes that you only take eight quizzes—your
other quizzes are “extra credit.”

Final Examinations: The Final Examination will be a mixture of short answer, multiple-choice,
matching, and essay questions. If you are not present, you will receive an incomplete (“I’) grade
for the course.

Extra Credit: From time to time, I will announce opportunities for extra credit. They will
usually involve listening to a lecture, viewing an exhibit or performance, viewing a film, or some
other active outside of class. To get credit, you must write a short paper, generally between two
to three pages, double-spaced, 12 point type, one-inch margins on all sides. The paper must
apply one or more sociological theories to the subject matter—the entire experience should
exercise your “sociological imagination.”

IMPORTANT: Please submit your paper in paper, and also send your word-processing file
via e-mail. MS Word and WordPerfect are preferred; if you use MS Works, please also attach an
ASCII text file, HTML, or other universal format.

Attendance: Your attendance and class participation is mandatory. If you expect to miss class,
please ask me for permission by the previous class. Attendance will be taken during most
classes, and extra-credit points will be given for attendance.

If your commitment to UH athletics or other extra-curricular activities prevents you from
taking a quiz or examination, I prefer that a UH faculty or staff member conduct the test in the
field, as this is the best way to prevent cheating on multiple-choice exams.






