COURSE SYLLABUS - DRUGS AND SOCIETY
INSTRUCTOR: DR. GORDON JAMES KNOWLES, PH.D.
Voice/Fax: (808) 839-2357 E-mail: GordonKnow@aol.com

Course Textbook: Drugs Use and Abuse: A Comprehensive Introduction (Sixth Edition) by Howard Abadinsky notes that drugs
have been a part of society for as long as we can determine. The phenomena of drug use and abuse and related issues of
production, distribution, and marketing will always be with us. The text focuses on both positive and negative factors related
to illegal and legal drug consumption on the individual and on society as a whole. Additionally, the readings provide sociological,
economical, and political perspectives that have shaped drug use in America. The text covers of wide variety of drug use and
abuse: from alcohol and tobacco to crystal methamphetamine and ecstasy. In closing, the author provides strategies to contend
with drug use in our modern society.

Course Instructor: Gordon James Knowles received his Ph.D. in Sociology with an emphasis in Criminology and Criminal
Justice from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. He also holds a Master of Science Degree in Criminal Justice Administration
with an emphasis in Law Enforcement and Corrections management from Chaminade University of Honolulu. Teaching and
research interests include: (1) Criminology and Urban Sociology, (2) Law and Society and Social Psychology, (3) Drugs and
Society and Social Problems, (4) Criminal Investigation and Police Administration, (5) Juvenile Delinquency and Organized
Crime. He has presented and published his research concerning crack-cocaine, heroin, crystal methamphetamine and compulsive
gambling throughout the United States. He also serves as a Military Police Major in the United States Army Reserve and
participated in Operation Iraqi Freedom training the Iraqi Police of the Iraqi Security Forces in Tikrit, Iraq.

Course Outline: Class Days: Monday to Friday: 12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Course Length: July 7, 2008 to August 14", 2008.
Grading Scale
Course Exams/ Exam 1: 33 Questions Example: Exam I: 26 Points 90-100: A
Grading System: Exam 2: 33 Questions Exam 2: 25 Points 80-89: B
Exam 3: 34 Questions Exam 3: 30 Points 70-79: C
Total: 100 Questions Total: 81 Points 60-69: D
0-59: F

Exam Questions: One hundred questions will be given for an overall possible 100 points comprised from the three exams.
All test questions will be derived from the text and have a multiple choice answer format.

Exam 1 Exam 2 Exam 3

Total Points: Total Points: Total Points:

Course Attendance Policy: Course attendance is
mandatory. Students will have 5-points deducted from | To: Dr. Gordon Knowles, Ph.D.
their final grade for each absence unless they provide a . .
type-written excuse to the instructor explaining their From:  Student First and Last Name.

absence (refer to sample format). Notes regarding class | Subject: Class Attendance - Drugs and Society.
absences will be collected on Session 29. Students must | pr Knowles,

also ensure they initial the daily attendance roster. ] .
Individuals who miss more than 25% of the total class 1am in your Drugs and Society class that meets from 12:00 p.m. to

. . . « »s 1:15 a.m. Monday thru Fridays. Please excuse my absence on
sessions will be given a final grade of “F-AT” due to .
insufficient a lance. Wednesday, (Date) because 1 was not feeling well.

. ‘You may contact me at 456-3042 or e-mail at student@aol.com if
Recommended Class Items: Students should bringthe(1) | you have any questions or concerns regarding my absence.

course text, (2) syllabus, (3) class hand-outs, and (4) .

highlighter pen to each class session, including exam and g::;;ilgmly,
exam review days. This will enable the students to consult | e

their own reference materials regarding questions they may
have before asking fellow students or the instructor.
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