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L. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Social factors in disease and treatment; illness behavior, roles of patients and
healers; nature of healing professions; use of medical services; alternative systems
of medical organization.
IL COURSE OBJECTIVES

A. An introduction to the discipline of Medical Sociology. Students will be

reviewing the history of the discipline, its sociological significance and
those sociological theories explaining health, health care, and health
behaviors. Also reviewed will be the roles of the individual, institutions
and society as a whole in health care and in defining illness/sickness.

- A sociological research experience. Students will have the opportunity to

learn about their selected health issue by employing Chang’s Pathways
Approach to learning; this teaching strategy emphasizes students’ self-
discovery about the realities of their selected health issue through
supervised peer teaching within a small group context (i.e., as a taskforce)
and through their collective use of research methods commonly employed
by Medical Sociologists, notably, secondary data analysis and case
studies.

Supplementing this research experience will be health-related videos,
community workshops/events, and guest speakers from traditional and
alternative health care/medical communities.

- A health-related interactive game. As taskforces, students will be creating

an interactive game to teach a targeted group about their selected health
issue, like AIDS, Juvenile Diabetes, Eating Disorders, etc. Public
education for early prevention is a critical concern for Medical
Sociologists. The game will entail written specs for players and will
transmit the taskforce’s acquired knowledge about the selected health
issue’s nature, incidence/prevalence, causation, and societal reactions,
including treatment-past, present and future-to it.

Prior to the date of presentation, each taskforce MUST email as a WORD document their
research on their selected health issue that covers the above game elements: its nature,
incidence/prevalence, etc. Each taskforce’s research will then be copied onto one CD for
Departmental review of this WI class’s assignment.(Students, this is a Departmental
Assessment procedure currently in place.)
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D. Writing with style opportunity. Students will be given a number of short
papers (e.g., a health-related autobiography (10-15 pgs.) with completed
health inventories, etc.) to improve their writing skills. Papers receiving a
+/ must be revised and resubmitted. 1-page video reactions are not letter-
graded.

Students will also be asked to do a short essay on the book assigned on healing &
medical practitioners. ' ‘

These writing exercises are essential to the students’ understanding of
their own health/wellness status and of the medical sociological

perspective.

Overall, the class will be very interactive and mandates cooperative peer
learning. This class is definitely NOT for those who are unable or unwilling to work
in groups, since the course grade is partly dependent on their collective efforts and

peer evaluations. Moreover, this class is NOT the traditional lecture approach to
understanding Medical Sociology.

II.  Course Grading

To objectively assess students’ comprehension of the substance of the course,
grading will be based on the following:

A MIDTERM EXAM (OBJECTIVE) 25% OF FINAL GRADE
A FINAL EXAM (OBJECTIVE, NON-

CUMULATIVE) 25% OF FINAL GRADE
A PERSONAL HEALTH PROFILE/

CASE STUDY 25% OF FINAL GRADE
AN INTERACTIVE HEALTH-

RELATED GAME, 25% OF FINAL GRADE

INCLUDING TYPED PROGRAM

& GAME RULES

To score an “A” (4.0) on exams, 90 or higher must be earned on each exam.
There are no + or — grades given; that is, a “B” is 3.0-3.9, etc. No extra credit will
be given for failed exams. Make-up exams will require legal/medical
documentation. A final course grade of “A” will be given to those students
earning an overall average of 4.0. If there are no 4.0s in the class, then those
earning 3.75 or higher will be considered for an “A” grade.

The failure to participate satisfactorily with taskforce activities adversely affects
the deviant student’s final grade, since that student will NOT be given the grade
earned by his/her taskforce for their in-class interactive game presentation. A
grade reduction will be based on the extent and quality of his/her contribution to
his/her taskforce’s activities. Students will NOT be allowed to make up that
portion of the final grade.

Students shall comply with the University’s Student Conduct Code, especially as
it relates to cheating, plagiarism, attcndance and civility.



IV. READINGS:
A. Required Texts: Matcha. Latest edition. Medical Sociology. Boston:

Allyn & Bacon.
Hammerschlag, C. 2001. The Dancing Healers. San Francisco: Harper.

B. Recommended:

Rothman, Ellen. 2000. White Coat. Scranton, PA.: Perennial (Harper).

Shrunk et al. 2006. Elements of Style. Boston:
Allyn & Bacon.

V.CONSULTATION

Meetings with students regarding any aspect of the course can be pre- arranged or
at the following times and day: 12-2 Wed.
Office: tba Telephone: tba email: deanna@hawaii.edu







