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L CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Theory and methods of studying social interaction in marriage and the

family; examination of marriage, mating, love, and choice, Empirical
research emphasizing Hawai’i.

IL COURSE OBJECTIVES

Family and marriage are ancient societal institutions, but particularly since the
late 20% century, they have been under-going tremendous changes in their basic
structures, functions and social significance, particularly in America. The
traditional nuclear family is reportedly no longer the most prevalent family
structure in our society. Cohabitation is definitely increasing among the
Generation X and D populations, for whom, marriage and parenthood may be
increasingly delayed or even avoided. At least half of all children born in the
1980s and 1990s will be living in a single-parent family sometime during their
lives. Some of these single-parent families will be by choice and will involve the
adoption of children even by same sex parents. Reconstituted or step families will
become familiar family structures as will same-sex unions.

Moreover, secondary institutions like hospitals, courts, stores, schools,
etc., are performing more of the functions that were traditionally done by the
nuclear or extended family in our society. These and other changing realities will
be the focus of this upper division Sociology course on marriage and the family
in America in general and in Hawai’i in particular. Especially examined will be:

a/ the social aspects of marriage and family, including the historical-
cultural variations of these universal institutions;

b/ some pertinent Sociological theories about and related research on those
institutions on both macro- and micro-levels of analyses;

¢/ social and personal reactions to love, dating, marriage, parenthood, and
postparenthood stages of marriage and family;

d/ some of the institutional and relational dysfunctions associated with
these two institutions like domestic violence and substance abuse; and

e/ the institutional alternatives and trends, including present and future
social policies and programs affecting marriage and family life nationally and
locally.



Course Methodology

This course approaches the Sociological analysis of family and marriage from two
combined teaching strategies: first, Chang’s “Pathway” approach that stresses
students’ self-discovery about these two institutions through supervised peer
teaching within a small group or taskforce structure. The second strategy
involves their collective use of research methods commonly employed by Socio-
logists to study family and marriage, notably, case studies, “talking story,”
secondary data analysis, and participant-observation in the field.

Organized into taskforces, students will be expected first to present orally to the
the class their collective results of their sociological research on some topic
related to family and marriage in Hawai’i. This topic may be a myth or problem
or controversial issue related to family and marriage locally, like same-sex
marriages, interracial dating and marriages, or domestic violence. “Talking story”
and secondary data analysis will be primarily employed here for this research
task.

Each taskforce member will also be expected to type an individually conducted
case study that presents his/her own reported assessments on 4 mandatory self-
inventories affecting relational success: love styles, self esteem level, stress and
anger profiles. Each taskforce member will, moreover, type a short
autobiography that will include an extended family tree, family role scripting
assessment and family dysfunction analysis.

Additionally, reaction papers and other written assignments, like chapter reviews
using the web’s puzzlemaker game format, will be assigned.

This course is NOT recommended for those students who are not able to work in
groups, since the course grade is partly dependent on their collective efforts and
peer evaluations. Students must have some computer literacy and access to the
internet connections for the puzzlemaker web site. and research topic web sites.
Any material taken from the Internet must be properly cited.

Audio-visual material will be shown whenever possible and guest speakers will
be invited to stimulate students’ sociological imaginations and to add to their
understanding of marriage and family at home and abroad,

A field trip will be planned to a community-based alternative living facility for
local adults or children if agency permission can be obtained.

Students are expected to attend such a pre-arranged field trip or can arrange their
own site visits as an alternative. A write-up is required to document such a visit.






