THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA

COURSE SYLLABUS FOR SOC 475-SUMMER SESSION I, 2008
Course Number: SOC 475: COURSE TITLE: ANALYSIS IN SURVEY RESEARCH

Class Meetings: MW F SAUNDERS RM # 541 9:00AM - 10: 15 AM
Lab: TR SAUNDERS RM. #342
Office Hours: Office: Saunders Rm 246. By Appointment

Instructor: Joe Igber. (Ph.D)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to introduce students to the basics of research methods
with emphasis on ANALYSIS In Survey Research. The course will focus on
survey research design and analysis. The students will learn theory selection and
instrument construction. Because of the design of this course, great emphasis
will be placed on the discussion and practice of sampling techniques,
questionnaire construction, data collection using survey questionnaire,
computerized data analysis and writing the report based on these processes.
Towards this end, students will learn the construction of survey questionnaire
which will be used towards data collection for research project. A reasonable
portion of the course will be devoted to sampling techniques. The generalizabiity
of the research findings will be based to a large extent on the representativeness
of the sample including its size and techniques. Students will undertake a local
survey using the questionnaire they have constructed in the process of their
individual projects. They will be expected to apply the bivariate and multivariate
techniques of statistical analysis to show the relationship between their chosen
variables. The course will help the students to develop basic skills in data
collection, data processing, and data analysis for report writing. Towards these
objectives, computer lab sessions will be conducted throughout the duration of
the term. Time will be devoted to the interpretations of the resulits of the lab
exercises. One research project paper will be written, and these efforts will reflect
on the analysis in survey research skills, acquired from the course.

Course Objectives:

e understand the core methodology and rationale of quantitative and
qualitative research methods;

e recognize the ethics and politics involved in social research;

e apply basic research techniques and methods to address practical
social issues and problems;

e employ technology such as the Internet and various statistical software
programs such as SPSS to conduct social Science research.



COURSE GOALS
The goals of the course are to:

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
INTERNET:

1.

understand how to interpret the results of data analysis; and examine
the implications of social science research.

To expose students to various types of social research methods with
particular emphasis on| survey research design and analysis.

To prepare students for other related courses such as social statistics
(SOC 476) or higher in the social sciences.

Provide students with an understanding of the core concepts in
quantitative and qualitative research methods.

To allow students to conduct social research using various methods
and techniques.
To integrate technology into the course and into the different
methods of conducting research.

To expose students to the ethics and politics involved in social
research.
To illustrate the broad implications of social research,

Online educational learning experience has become an integral part of higher
education. 1 want our “Analysis in Survey Research course to reflect the same.
For this reason | plan to introduge WebCT to our course to facilitate other online
course activities including online research. Video Tapes “Against All Odds Inside

Statistics” the Annenberg Serie
time to supplement lectures.

WRITING INTENSIVE

a little more writing assignment

. These video tapes will be shown from time to

han most non “W”courses, a writing exercise

This is a writing Intensive coursE “W”. For this reason you may be required to do

will be required for some assign

d excercises.

Textbooks:

1. Designing and Conducting Survey Research: A comprehensive Guide. By
Louis M. Rea and Richard| A. Parker 3™ Edition 2005 - Required

2. The Practice of Social Research. By Earl Babbie 10™Ed : Optional.

3. Asking questions: The Definitive Guide to Questionnaire Design By
Norman Bradburn etal. Optional.

4. A simple Guide to SPSS for Windows for Ver. 14: Required






