SocioLoGy 476/L: Social Statistics
University of Hawal'l at Manoa, Summer Session I 2008
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Lecture: MTWREF 9:00-10:15 am Instructor: Quincy Edwards
Room: TBA Office hours: TBA
Dates: 05/27-07/03/2008 Office location: TBA
Computer lab: MW 10:30-11:45 am Email: guincy.edwards@hawaii.edu
Room: Saunders 342 Web: http://www2.hawaii.edu/~qgedwards/
Dates: 05/27-07/02/2008
1. Classmate contact information: 2. Classmate contact information:
Name: Name:
email: email:
Tel.: Tel.:
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SocIioLoGy 476/L: Social Statistics
University of Hawal'l at Manoa, Summer Session I 2008

H RIPTION

SOC 476 Social Statistics (3): Common statistical procedures emphasizing univariate
and bivariate description; some attention to multivariate techniques and statistical
inference, within context of research procedures. Pre: junior standing and 300, graduate
standing; or consent. WI, DS

SOC 476L Social Statistics Laboratory (1): Required lab for computer applications
for analysis of sociological data. CR/NC only. Co-requisite: 476.

INSTR R'S T DENT.

This syllabus is different from many others. It is longer than some, more detailed than
most. But most importantly, it is designed to help you successfully pass the course. Please
keep this syllabus for reference during the course.

The course requires a considerable amount of work and time. Given this course is
designated as Writing Intensive (WI), this is especially true. In the following pages there are
many suggestions to you, but the most crucial one is this: get help as soon as you think you
need it. Do not create an insurmountable “catch-up” problem for yourself. I offer generous
office hours. If you need help, come see me.

Because the Extension schedule is somewhat concentrated and the learning process is a
cumulative one, it is imperative that students do not fall behind and, to this end, the
following practices will be adopted:

1. Before each class, students may place their completed Suggestion/Question Forms
(see page 9) at my lectern or, at any time, in my mailbox.

2. Each homework assignment will be graded and individual feedback provided.
Thereafter, homework assignments may be resubmitted for an improved grade.

3. After term examinations, éach student will be provided with an individual grading
sheet that explains any deduction of points. Students are encouraged to meet with
me independently to discuss their progress.

4, Generous office hours will be offered.

INTROD N

Sociology is the study of human social behavior. Compared to some of the physical
sciences, it is a relatively young science. Nevertheless, the systematic understanding of our
own behavior is valuable to us as individuals, as groups, and as nations.

In the Sociological Imagination, C. Wright Mills defines the relationship of the individual to
the larger society. Similarly, the Statistical Imagination calls for viewing data in a number of
larger contexts - essentially proportional thinking, visualizing a part to a whole.

A course in statistics is often the source of much fear and loathing among college students.
Many students believe that statistics are incomprehensible and downright mind-numbing.
This is unfortunate because, given the opportunity, statistics can be both exciting and
intellectually challenging. Statistical analysis may be likened to a crime scene investigation
(CsI), only instead of using standard forensic tools you use numbers, data, and formulae.
The use of statistics allows researchers to uncover hidden relationships between variables
which can lead to new and exciting knowledge.
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